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Dear Members,  

 

This year, we will celebrate the 80th anniversary of the SSM at our annual meeting. It will be an 
opportunity to continue the cross-collaboration between the SSM and the two new NCCRs and 
NRPs related to microbiology in Switzerland. It will also allow us to meet physically and to 
exchange, two cardinal elements in our social and professional life that we had to put aside 
drastically during the pandemics... It is a kind of social rebirth! 

One could say that 80 years is a respectable age (and it is perfectly true), but we prefer to insist 
on the youth of our Society.  

Our Society is young in that it embraces current electronic tools: we rely on electronic means of 
communication (Twitter and LinkedIn) to disseminate new information to our members, and we 
will soon unveil an updated version of our website. We recognize the importance of 
communicating the breadth and depth of the field of microbiology. We have learned during 
pandemics that proper communication with the general public is of paramount importance. To 
this end, our youngest section, "Lay communication" is very active on our website: 

https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/en/sections/lay-communication!   

We are also keen to promote microbiology among our younger colleagues and have therefore 
appointed Dr Florian Tagini to our committee as representative of young researchers. But we 
would also very much like other young colleagues to get involved in our committee (for all 
members, there are also three open positions: head of Molecular Microbiology commission, 
head of Lay Communication commission and President Elect).   

Finally, the Clinical Microbiology section is resurrecting the former Club de Pathologie, by 
organizing a national meeting day (June 23, in Neuchâtel - Club de Microbiologie), to foster 
interactions between microbiologists and infectious diseases specialists and to promote scientific 
exchanges. This scheme will be extended by monthly webinars, entirely free of charge, and 
planned to take place every third Thursday between noon and 1pm.  

Details to follow, on our website, on LinkedIN and Twitter. 

 

Happy 80th birthday! Stay young with SSM! 

 

Microbiologically yours! 

 

Jacques SCHRENZEL 

President SSM 2022 to 2024 

 
WORD OF THE PRESIDENT 
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There are open positions for the SSM committee. 

Below are the suggested candidates to be elected at the General Assembly. 

 

 

Section Current Head New candidate to be 
elected 

Molecular Microbiology   Hubert Hilbi Martin Pilhofer  

Lay Communication Gilbert Greub Pilar Junier 

Function  New candidate to be 
elected 

President Elect 2025-2027   Hubert Hilbi 

 

The CV of the different candidates are on the coming pages.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
NEW CANDIDATES FOR THE COMMITTEE 
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Martin Pilhofer: Candidate to be elected as head of Molecular Microbiology section
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Pilar Junier: Candidate to be elected as head of Lay Communication section 
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Hubert Hilbi: Candidate to be elected as SSM President Elect 2025-2027 
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Invitation to the General Assembly  
 

All SSM members are cordially invited to attend the General Assembly of the Swiss Society 
for Microbiology (SSM) that will take place 

On Tuesday  30th of August 2022 from 5:45 PM to 6:45 PM  
 
 

Agenda: 
1. Review of the agenda 
2. Approval of Annual Assembly Minutes 
3. Approval of 2021 Accounts and report by auditors  
4. Discussion of 2022 budget  
5. Approval of 2023 budget  
6. Approval of 2022 commission reports:  

- Molecular Microbiology  
- Clinical Microbiology  
- Virology  
- Mycology  
- Environmental Microbiology  
- Lay Communication 
- Early career  

7. New members of committee 
8. New members  
9. Grants  
10. Website  
11. SSM Annual Meeting 2023 
12. SSM Annual Meeting 2024 
13. Other / varia / news 

 
 
 

* IMPORTANT:  Kindly send your inquiries by mail to the president via our general secretary 
(secretary@swissmicrobiology.ch) before the 6th of August 2022. 

 

 
SSM GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

mailto:secretary@swissmicrobiology.ch
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FINANCIAL  

NEWS 
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2021 2020
INCOME (I) 37,431.43            52,497.12            
Membership fees income 34,431.43            37,495.65            
SCNAT Support -                     15,000.00            
Sponsoring 3,000.00             -                     
Interest Incomes -                     1.47                    
EXPENSES (II) 42,488.33            44,957.25            
OPERATIONAL EXPENSES -                     -                     
Satellite Symposium -                     -                     
SCNAT Contribution -                     -                     
PERSONNEL EXPENSES 25,156.12            32,465.83            
Net Salary 18,673.07            24,140.18            
Social Charges 6,483.05             8,325.65             
OTHERS EXPENSES 17,332.21            12,491.42            
Course, Workshop, Symposium -                     -                     
Travel, Commissions expenses 2,000.00             1,129.30             
Committee Members Expenses 790.30                48.80                  
SSM communication -                     -                     
Support contribution and SSM award 4,500.00             -                     
SSM Deficit Guaranty -                     -                     
Travel grants 1,500.00             1,500.00             
Subscription Fees to pay 6,553.86             6,883.07             
Office Supplies, Computer and IT Equipement 194.50                89.45                  
Web Site Fees 904.70                1,747.70             
Postal Charges 10.00                  112.50                
Postfinance and Bank Charges 92.30                  77.60                  
Others Expenses 186.55                253.00                
Financial Expenses -                     -                     
Fiduciary Fees 600.00                650.00                
Audit Fees -                     -                     

A - Operating result (I-II) (5,056.90)            7,539.87             

B - Annual Meeting Benefit -                     -                     
B - Annual Meeting Deficit (45,948.42)           (54,223.94)           
Annual Meeting Income -                     -                     
Annual Meeting Expenses 45,948.42            54,223.94            

C - Exceptional result 150.00                5,098.75             
Exceptional income 150.00                5,100.00             
Exceptional Charge -                     1.25                    
Taxes -                     -                     

TOTAL REVENUE 37,581.43            57,597.12            
TOTAL EXPENSE 88,436.75            99,182.44            
PROFIT -                   -                   
LOSS (50,855.32)      (41,585.32)      

 
1. SSM Income statement 2021 vs. 2020 
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As of 31.12.2021 Fr. Fr.

Assets 31.12.2021 31.12.2020

Currents Assets 230,920.63            324,663.34            

-  Cash -                        -                        
-  Postal Current Account 100,938.53            124,663.34            
-  Postal Secondary Current Account 129,982.10            -                        
-  Postal Account Saving -                        200,000.00            

Prepaid Expenses 35,113.85              638.20                   

-  Prepayments / Prepaid expenses 32,109.60              -                        
-  Accrued Income 3,004.25                638.20                   

Total Assets 266,034.48            325,301.54            

Liabilities and Stockholder’s equity 

Debts 12,109.20              12,109.20              

-  Payable -                        -                        
-  Dieter Haas Provision 12,109.20              12,109.20              

Accrued Expenses 1,642.83                10,054.57              

-  Accrued Expenses 1,417.83                9,904.57                
-  Deferred revenue / Prepaid income 225.00                   150.00                   

Capital 252,282.45            303,137.77            

-  Capital 303,137.77            344,723.09            
-  Period Profit/ Loss (50,855.32)             (41,585.32)             

Total Liabilities and Stockholder’s equity 266,034.48            325,301.54            

 
2. Balance sheet at 31.12.2021 
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3. Report of the auditors 
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4. Report of the fiduciary 
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5. SSM Budget 2021 

 
 



SS
M

 A
N

N
U

AL
 R

EP
O

RT
 2

02
2 

IN
FO

 7
0 

 
 

21 

 
 

 
6. SSM Budget 2022 
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7. SSM Budget 2023 

 
 

2023

INCOME (I) 38,000.00           
Membership fees income 35,000.00           
SCNAT Support
Sponsoring 3,000.00             
Interest Incomes
Other Income
EXPENSES (II) 81,350.00           
OPERATIONAL EXPENSES -                     
Satellite Symposium
SCNAT Contribution
PERSONNEL EXPENSES 25,000.00           
Net Salary 18,500.00           
Social Charges 6,500.00             
OTHERS EXPENSES 56,350.00           
Course, Workshop, Symposium
Travel, Commissions expenses 3,000.00             
Committee Members Expenses 2,500.00             
SSM communication 5,000.00             
Support contribution and SSM award 15,700.00           
SSM Deficit Guaranty 10,000.00           
Travel grants 9,000.00             
Subscription Fees to pay 6,500.00             
Office Supplies, Computer and IT Equipement 2,150.00             
Web Site Fees 1,000.00             
Postal Charges 50.00                  
Postfinance and Bank Charges 100.00                
Others Expenses 500.00                
Financial Expenses
Fiduciary Fees 600.00                
Audit Fees 250.00                
A - Operating result (I-II) (43,350.00)          
B - Annual Meeting Benefit -                     
B - Annual Meeting Deficit -                     
Annual Meeting Income
Annual Meeting Expenses
C - Exceptional result (V-VI) -                     
Exceptional income (V)
Exceptional Charge (VI)
Taxes

TOTAL REVENUE 38,000.00           
TOTAL EXPENSE 81,350.00           

PROFIT -                   
LOSS (43,350.00)      
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Commission members:  

 

 

 

 

  
The main activity of the section Molecular Microbiology in the third year of the COVID-19 
pandemic was the organization of the Rigi Workshop “Cell Biology of Infection”. 

Postponed from January 2021, the workshop finally took place from January 30th to February 
1st 2022 at Hotel Rigi Kulm. The workshop was organized by Hubert Hilbi (SSM section Molecular 
Microbiology), Urs Greber (LS2, SSM section Virology) and Claudia Rutte (Swiss Academies of 
Sciences, SCNAT). Generously sponsored by the SCNAT with contributions from the SSM and the 
SNF, the workshop was a great success. 25 PhD, post-doctoral or master students from virtually 
all Swiss universities participated in the event, and the participants unanimously found that the 
workshop “met their expectations”, and “would recommend the workshop to colleagues”. 

The Rigi Workshop 2022 comprised 9 keynote lectures delivered by outstanding scientists: Nikola 
Biller-Andorno (UZH, “Risks and opportunities for society and medicine in the times of 
pandemics”), Carmen Buchrieser (Institute Pasteur Paris, “Legionella pneumophila”), Michael 
Way (Francis Crick Institute London, “Vaccinia virus” and “Publishing experiences – the editor’s 
view”), Melanie Blokesch (EPFL, “Vibrio cholerae”), Silke Stertz (UZH, “Influenza viruses”), Cyril 
Zipfel (UZH, “Concepts of innate immunity in plants and animals“), Yohei Yamauchi (University 
of Bristol, “RNA viruses”) and Roland Brosch (Institute Pasteur Paris, “Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis”). All student participants delivered a short talk and prepared a graphical abstract 
illustrating their research. In addition, the participants received beforehand some reading 
material on the topic “Legionella” or “Adenovirus”. During the workshop, this literature then 
served as the basis for a teamwork to prepare and present a research grant proposal. In the 
evening, Federico Germani and Nikola Biller-Andorno organized a game on the topic 
“misinformation”, and there were occasions to meet and discuss with the speakers. 

Overall, the participants evaluated the workshop very favorably – given a rather dense 
program and given the restrictions due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The workshop was held in 
full compliance with the federal 2G+ rules (including an antigen rapid test at check-in) and, as 
a “pandemic perk”, all participants were accommodated in single rooms. The only downside 
of the workshop was the inhospitable, foggy, and cold weather, which maximally contrasted 
the very professional and friendly services of the Hotel Rigi Kulm. 

 

Hubert Hilbi,  Zürich, May 2022 

Hubert Hilbi (Zürich) 
Jörg Jores (Bern) 
Martin Pilhofer (Zürich) 
Patrick Viollier (Geneva) 
Jan-Willem Veening (Lausanne) 

 
Molecular Microbiology Section Report  
By Prof. Hubert Hilbi 
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Commission members:  

 

        

 

 
 
During the past twelve months, the committee met only remotely due to the pandemic. We 
remain very active and productive in several levels and matters for the Swiss Society of 
Microbiology and our diagnostic microbiological community. 
 
Retreat to reorganize ourselves. Based on a two-stage online retreat, our commission discussed 
how to (re)-structure and optimize the “Coordination Commission for Clinical Microbiology” for 
the present and future challenges. We defined our aims and priorities for the next two years. This 
includes: (i) our aim to interact more actively with federal offices, in particular the Fedaral Office 
of Public Health (FOPH) and Swissmedic and thereby highlight our advising role on microbioligical 
diagnostic matters during the most severe public health crisis of the past 100 years; (ii)our 
dedication to further educate and trainee our residence, fellows and ourselves. Beside guidelines 
for experts in particular fields, we also decided to re-initiate an educational program – the 
planning phase was in 2021 and the program will start in Summer 2022; (iii) provide guidance on 
diagnostic matters including e.g. panel PCRs, quality controls for SARS-CoV-2 sequencing etc. 
(see publication list); and (iv) to meet on a more regular, monthly basis in order to be more flexible 
for changes during the pandemic.  
 
The more frequent meetings allowed us to react significantly faster to political and diagnostic 
challenges during the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic.  
 
The committee warmly thanks Dr. Meri Gorgievski-Hrisoho (Bern), Marie-Lise Tritten-Arber 
(ADMED, La Chaux-de-Fonds), and Prof. Reinhard Zbinden (IMM, Zürich) for their great service 
and valuable discussions and contribution to our section, the diagnostic field and our 
microbiology society. The committee also welcomed new members in 2021: Alexis Dumoulin, 
who will provide expertise in molecular diagnostics, and Beatrice Nickel (STPH) who will bridge to 
the Swiss Society for Parasitology. 
 
Again the year 2021 was strongly dominated due to the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic. In particular, 
the alpha, delta and omicron Variants-of-Concern (VOCs) caused a massive workload and 
pressure for the diagnostic laboratories which challenges the workflows, personnel, and logistics. 

André Burnens (Zollikofen ) Reto Lienhard (La-Chaux-de-Fonds) 
Alexis Dumoulin (Sion) Gladys Martinetti (EOLAB, Bellinzona) 
Adrian Egli (coordinator Universitätsspital Basel) Beatrice Nickel (STPH) 
Hans Fankhauser (Kantonsspital, Aarau) Martin Risch (lmz Dr Risch, Bern) 
Gilbert Greub (CHUV, Lausanne) Jacques Schrenzel (HUG, Genève) 
Meri Gorgievski (Bern) Marie-Lise Tritten (ADMED, La Chaux-de-

Fonds) 
Eric Grüter (Swissmedic, Bern) Andrea Zbinden (IMM, Zürich), 
Katia Jaton-Ogay (CHUV, Lausanne) Reinhard Zbinden (IMM, Zürich) 
Nadia Liassine (Dianalabs, Genève)  

 
Clinical  Microbiology Section Report  
By Prof. Adrian Egli 
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The logistical delays due to shortage of reagents and consumables such as pipetting tips was an 
increasing problem. Clearly, we see a demand for a federal organized and coordinated safety 
storage facility, which should be build and maintained.  
 
Beside the regular, monthly CCCM meetings, we also formed a smaller interaction group with 
Reto Lienhard, Prof. Gilbert Greub, and Prof. Adrian Egli with meetings almost every or every 
second week. We maintained the good interactions with the Federal Office of Public Health 
(FOPH) and were able to offer and provide our diagnostic expertise in many of the testing 
strategies using rapid antigen and PCR testing. The FOPH contacted us on a regular basis to 
discuss diagnostic aspects. 
The website of the CCCM was used to also share important SARS-CoV-2 related documents1. 
Large and important conference for our community were canceled or postponed e.g. ECCMID 
and the annual SSM meeting. 
 
Submission of various scientific publication and recommendations from the CCCM. We have 
published several recommendations on SARS-CoV-2 diagnostics covering the indication, usage 
and analytical performance of antigen, antibody, and PCR testing. In particular, we have 
published the results of our antigen validation project2, the results of the first External Quality 
Assessment for SARS-CoV-2 genome sequencing3, the early dynamic of the spread of the alpha 
variant in Switzerland4, and early recommendation on the omicron variant of concern and 
functionalities of PCR diagnostics5. In terms of sequencing the CCCM informed its members 
regularly about the SARS-CoV-2 surveillance efforts coordinated by the FOPH and the CRIVE.  
 
TransAL II (the second part of the revision of laboratory testing) is now in phase 2, i.e. the review 
of the current analyses as well as their reimbursement. We have sent a statement of our position 
to the BAG in early 2020. The sudden tarif reduction initiated by the FOPH was irritating and for 
further steps, we participate with the FAMH and other diagnostic societies on a regular exchange 
regarding the diagnostic cost structure. We hope for our society, that we can maintain the 
current cost structure, which is very well justified regarding the strategic and operational value 
of an efficient microbiological diagnostics during the ongoing public health crisis. 
  
The Swiss Antibiogram Committee: The 19th SAC meeting took place in January 2022. Most labs 
have introduced the EUCAST guidelines in 2020 and 2021. Due to the pandemic there was a 
delay in 2020. 
 

1) https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/sections/clinical-microbiology/downloads 
2) https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34946190/ 
3) https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34757834/ 
4) https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33806013/ 
5) https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34909869/ 

 
 
 
Adrian Egli, Basel, June 2022 
 
 

 

 

https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/sections/clinical-microbiology/downloads
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34946190/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34757834/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33806013/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34909869/
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Commission members:  

 

 

The past two years were certainly very special and challenging for all virologists and was heavily 
dominated by the COVID-19 pandemic. The Swiss virologists were of course involved in many 
local, kantonal and national activities and many of them served as members of the Swiss 
National COVID-19 Science Task Force. Several projects of SSM virologists were supported by the 
Special Call on COVID-19 of the SNF and within the framework of the COVID-19 National 
Research Program NRP78 (https://www.nfp78.ch), and in addition, may labs have been involved 
in scientific studies on SARS-CoV-2 and in establishing and maintaining SARS-CoV-2 diagnostics. 

The annual SSM Meeting 2022 in Lausanne is now the first opportunity to meet again in person 
and we look very much forward to discuss science and virology in Lausanne. It is now finally also 
possible to organize the next Swiss-Virology meeting that is planned for 2023. The organizing 
committee comprised of Angela Ciuffi (University of Lausanne), Cornel Fraefel (University of 
Zurich), Jérôme Gouttenoire (University of Lausanne), Ben Hale (University of Zurich), Karin 
Metzner (University Hospital of Zurich), Daniel Pinschewer (University of Basel), Philippe Plattet 
(University of Bern), Mirco Schmolke (University of Geneva), Matthias Schweizer (University of 
Bern), Caroline Tapparel Vu (University of Geneva), Volker Thiel (University of Bern), Stefan 
Wieland (University of Basel) look forward to seeing you there. More information will be made 
available as soon as further details are known. 

 

 

Volker Thiel, Bern, June 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

Angela Ciuffi (Lausanne) Karin Metzner (Zürich) 
Cornel Fraefel (Zürich) Matthias Schweizer (Bern) 
Jerome Gouttenoire (Lausanne) Caroline Tapparel Vu (Geneva) 
Urs Greber (Zürich) Volker Thiel (Bern) 
Thomas Klimkait (Basel)  

 
Virology Section Report  
By Prof. Volker Thiel 
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Commission members:  

         
                    

   

During 2021, the committee of the section met twice virtually. The committee decided to keep 
in the future one virtual meeting around of April and a physical meeting during the General 
meeting. 
 
On the 10th of January, for the first time SSM was associated to the meeting. Alix Coste attended 
the meeting, and was introduced as a “representative of SSM”, which is a good first step for 
future collaboration.  
 
We also continue to update our Swiss mycology database, always downloadable from the 
section webpage https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/en/sections/mycology. 
 
We renewed our affiliation to ISHAM, ECMM and we applied to become member of the 
International Mycological Association: 
http://www.ima-mycology.org/society/member-mycological-organizations. 
 
 
 
 
Alix Coste, Lausanne, May 2022 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saskia Bindschedler (Neuchâtel) Markus Künzler (Zürich) 
Philipp Bosshard (Zürich) Salome Leidbundgut-Landmann(Zürich) 
Alix Coste (Lausanne) Arnaud Riat(Geneva) 
Claudio De Virgilio (Fribourg) Dominique Sanglard (Lausanne). 
Jurg Enkerli (Zürich)  

 
Mycology Section Report  
By Dr. Alix Coste 
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Commission members:  

  

    

 

The Environmental Microbiology section brings together experts interested in how 
microorganisms interact with other organisms and with their environment. Our scope is broad 
and includes all microorganisms and habitats, ranging from those residing in waters and soils, on 
and within hosts, and in engineered systems. Our scope also includes applied aspects, such as 
how to manipulate and control microbial systems to achieve desired outcomes. 

Of particular relevance to our section members is that the International Symposium on Microbial 
Ecology (ISME) will take place in Lausanne, Switzerland on 14-19 of August. ISME is the largest 
scientific meeting on microbial ecology in the world and showcases cutting edge research, 
attracts high-profile speakers, and is attended by microbial ecologists from across the globe. 
Many of our members are serving on ISME organizational committees and/or will be speaking at 
the conference. Of particular note is that the conference will include an event entitled “Discover 
the Microverse” that will be open to the public. The event will consist of a microbial art exhibit 
and include seminars geared to a lay audience. Everyone is welcome! 

On behalf of the commission of Environmental Microbiology and the SSM, I would like to thank 
all members of the SSM community and the many individuals that contributed to our work. 

  

 David Johnson, Dübendorf, May 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helmut Bürgmann (Kastanienbaum) Mauro Tonolla (Bellinzona) 
Leo Eberl (Zürich) Jan Roelof van der Meer (Lausanne) 
Christof Holliger (Lausanne) Julia Vorholt (Zürich) 
David R. Johnson (Dübendorf) David Weissbrodt (Delft) 
Pilar Junier (Neuchâtel) Franco Widmer (Zürich) 
Sara Mitri (Lausanne) Jakob Zopfi (Basel) 
Anita Narwani (Dübendorf)  

 
Environmental Microbiology Section Report  
By Dr. David Johnson 
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Commission members:  

 

 

Lay communication is important. This was nicely demonstrated during the SARS-CoV-2 
pandemics where the impact of science communication on the adherence to PCR testing 
and/or to vaccination was clearly impacted by the quality of the communication. These 
pandemics also showed that (i) science communication needs specific skills and that (ii) some 
very good microbiologists and epidemiologists clearly failed this communication task with major 
impact on their credibility (and also partly on the credibility of scientifics).  

Therefore, it is very important that the lay communication of the SSM continue to fulfill its 
objectives: 

(i) to increase public awareness about microbes and microbiology 

(ii) to disseminate the research done by Swiss Labs in the field of Microbiology to lay people 

(iii) to foster a wider engagement of microbiologist in Switzerland in lay communication  

(iv) to strengthen the connections between Swiss microbiologists and other Lay communication 
organisations operating in the field of science communication   

 

The main recent activities of the lay communication section (from 1st January 2021) of the LCC-
SSM or its members are listed below:  

1. In close collaboration with the Coordinated Commission of Clinical Microbiology (CCCM SSM), 
the web page on frequently asked questions (FAQ), prepared in 2020 thank to the energy and 
guidance of Prof A Egli, has been further improved: https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/en/faqs   

This webpage dedicated to lay persons is today mainly focused on virology and SARS-COV-2, 
given the pandemic setting. However, it is planned to progressively extend this FAQ to other fields 
of microbiology.  

2. Thus, in 2022, we aim at also develop further this FAQ page regarding monkeypox, which is a 
significant new outbreak that up to 30 june 2022 recorded about 100 cases in Switzerland.  

 

Alix Coste (Lausanne) Shawna McCallin (Lausanne) 
Gilbert Greub (Lausanne) Karl Perron (Geneva) 
David R. JOHNSON ( Dübendorf) Jacques Schrenzel (Geneva) 
Pilar Junier (Neuchâtel) Florian Tagini (Lausanne) 
Carole  Kebbi-Beghdadi (Lausanne) Volker Thiel (Bern) 
Hanna Marti (Zürich) Philip V'kovski (Bern) 

 
Lay Communication Section Report  
By Prof. Gilbert Greub 

 

https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/en/faqs
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3. The SSM website was re-designed in 2020 and 2021 in order to have a part of the SSM website 
dedicated to lay communication and lay persons. This work nevertheless was slowed down by 
the COVID pandemics and still a large amount of work is pending.  

4. The CUSO course on “lay communication” co-organized by Pilar Junier (SSM president) and G 
Greub (chair of the LCC-SSM) has been postponed to autumn 2022, due to the waves of the 
SARS-CoV-2 outbreak in 2021.  

5. Florian Tagini, member of the LCC-SSM, is since 2020 in charge of developing the social media 
communication, and really started in 2021. He is doing this with all interested members. Today, 
this is mainly done in collaboration with the CCCM-SSM section led by Adrian Egli & with the 
“Early career commission” chaired by Dr Tagini, as well of course with the lay communication 
section.  

6. A website that will help teaching the microbiology to medical students has been prepared in 
autumn 2021 and spring 2022 by two members of the LCC-SSM (A Coste & G Greub) in close 
collaboration with the University of Bruxelles (O vandenberg & M Hallin), thanks to a dedicated 
grant from the University of Lausanne and rthe University of Bruxelles:  www.krobspro.ch   

7. A new game on microbes called “MyKrobs” has been prepared by the chair of the Lay 
communication section in order to better communicate with the lay persons, but also to be used 
at secondary & tertiary-level schools in order to promote the future career in science and more 
specifically in microbiology of teenagers. This card game includes as many as 44 microbes, 
including the Coronavirus (www.mykrobs.ch). Its distribution started in autumn 2021.  

8. Several stories for children are currently being prepared by several members of the SSM (H 
Hilbi, V Thiel, P Junier, G Greub), that might get published at some point in a single book for 
children. This project is mainly led by Pilar Junier.  

9. Pilar Junier and Saskia Bindschedler have lead a project using “students as teachers” that 
promotes microbiology both at school at the secondary and tertiary-level 

 

10. Massimo Caine, a past member of the lay communication section is now working at the 
Science Communication office of the University of Geneva and he just organized in June a 
science communication summer school with about 40 participants. Among other topics, the 
SARS-CoV-2 outbreak and the monkeypox epidemic have been discussed.  

 

We hope to have more members joining the lay communication section and we hope that you 
will all participate to the lay communication session organized in Lausanne by Pilar Junier & G 
Greub during the next SSM meeting held from 30 August to 1st September 2022. 

 

Gilbert Greub, Lausanne, July 2022 

 

 

http://www.krobspro.ch/
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The Early Career commission was very active this year and we met each month to 
discuss ideas and organize the various activities. We particularly thank Hanna Marti 
for her dedication. 

   

Looking forward to the Early Career sessions at the next Swiss Society for Microbiology 
meeting (August 30th to September 1st)!                                                                         
We are really glad to announce that two sessions will be dedicated to Early Career. 
The first one is “Microbiologists of Tomorrow”. Five inspiring speakers, representing very 
different fields – academic, clinical, industrial (start-up and large company) and 
scientific communication – agreed to come to share their career stories, give specific 
advice and discuss with young society members. 
The second session will be a new format called the “Journal Club Challenge”. The 
concept is that PhD students select a recent key paper from their field. The challenge is 
to present it in 5 minutes in the most captivating way. Each talk will be followed by a 
short time of questions & answers to make it interactive. The award for the best 
presentation will be 300 CHF. 

Increasing the accessibility to the European Society for Clinical Microbiology and 
Infectious Diseases (ESCMID) activities for trainees. 
Many clinical microbiologists in training are not aware of the activities that are 
organized by the ESCMID. These are usually great opportunities at improving particular 
set of skills. To tackle this issue, we plan on developing a Swiss network for clinical 
microbiologists in training who are willing to receive the updates about the trainee 
activities (mainly summer schools). 

Please also feel free to share any thoughts, ideas or projects you may have for the 
society. If you are a young member willing to participate to the organization of the 
society’s activities, contact us as well! 
Finally, we kindly invite all the members to follow our accounts @SwissMicrobe on 
Twitter and #SSM on LinkedIn. 

  

Florian Tagini, Lausanne, June 2022 

 

 
“Early Career” Report  
By Dr. Florian Tagini 
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SSM BENEFITS 
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The SSM offers a wide range of benefits to its members:  

 
 

Scientific Information and Networking 
 

- Annual meeting 

- Newsletter, Social media 

- Advantages of affiliated societies (see list page 41) 

 

 
Financial Support 
 

- Travel Grants 
The SSM provides travel grants for young member scientists. 

- Meeting Grants 
The SSM supports the organisation of scientific meetings. 

To know more about the rules, please go to https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/society/grants  

 
Awards: 
 

- SSM Encouragement Award is given to young investigators in the field of microbiology 
for achievements that are outstanding in terms of their originality and of particular 
scientific value. Achievements in the field of teaching as well as research and 
development are taken into consideration as well. The Award is given for a work that 
has been carried out in Switzerland or that is closely connected with our country. 

- Best Oral Presentation: 5 Awards (one per section) in the context of the annual 
meeting presentations. 

- Poster Award: 3 Awards selected during the annual meeting  
To know more about the rules, please go to https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/society/awards   

 

https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/society/grants
https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/society/awards
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TRAVEL 
GRANTS 
REPORTS 
2021 
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The Swiss Society for Microbiology SGM-SSM can provide funding for activities related to 

the dissemination of scientific results by its members. To know more about the rules, 

please go to https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/society/grants. 

 
In 2021, the SSM provided one travel grant to Enea Maffei to attend Determination of 

essential host factors for phage infection of dormant P. aeruginosa research in 

Copenhagen University, 9.8.2021 – 18.09.2021. You can read the report in the coming 

page.  

 

Due to COVID 19, no other requests were received as many events were cancelled, 

postponed or went virtual.  

 

 

 

https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/society/grants
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   MEMBERS & 
AFFILIATIONS 
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• Prof. Dr. Michel ARAGNO  
• Prof. Dr. Werner ARBER  
• Prof. Dr. Reinhard BACHOFEN  
• Prof. Dr. Méd. Jacques BILLE  
• Prof. Dr. Gabriela PFYFFER VON ALTISHOFEN  
• Prof. Dr. Jean-Claude PIFFARETTI  
• Prof. Dr. Linda THOENY-MEYER 
• Prof. Dr. Méd. Alexander VON GRAEVENITZ  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Current List of Honorary Members  
By alphabetical order 
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In 2021, there were 37 new SSM members, among which 18 new students. 

 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME INSTITUT

ARNOLDINI  Markus  ETH Zürich

AUBRY Chris tèle UNIL

BREGNARD Danaé Univers i té de Neuchâtel

BUFFI Matteo Univers i ty of Neuchâtel

CAGNO Valeria CHUV-Insti tute of Microbiology

CORAL Marine Promed Lab

CORONA RAMIREZ Andrea Univers i ty of Neuchatel

CRAVERO Mel issa Univers i ty of Neuchâtel

CREMERS Amel ieke UNIL

DAUPHIN BENJAMIN Eidg. Forschungsansta l t WSL

DELAVY Margot Insti tut Pasteur- Paris

ESTOPPEY Ais l inn Univers i ty of Neuchâtel

FATTON Mathi lda Univers i ty of Neuchâtel

FLUEKIGER El la EAWAG

GOSSELIN Ophél ie UNIL
Hadji -Petrusheva 
Meloska

Ivanka Meloski  Consul ting

HARTL Johannes Chari té - Univers i tätsmedizin Berl in

KUHN Thierry Univers i ty of Neuchatel

LAMOTH Frederic CHUV-Insti tute of Microbiology

LASSEN Swenja  Ba lgris t Univers i ty Hospi ta l

MAIRPADY SHAMBAT Srikanth Univers i ty Hospi ta l  Zürich

MARTIN Sandra UNIL

MATHEZ Gregory CHUV

MEIER Carol ine CHUV

MEOLA Marco Univers i ty Hospi ta l  Basel

MÜLLER Dominik Synlab SUISSE SA

NEUMEIER Vera  Univers i ty of Zurich

Pérez Rodríguez Francisco Javier Univers i té de Genève

PRANGHOFER Sigrid Bioanalytica  AG

PURUSHOTHAMAN Srini thi Univers i ty of Basel

RAMONEDA Josep Eawag 

ROGIVUE Aude Agroscope

ROLOFF HANDSCHIN Tim Univers i tätsspi ta l  Basel

SUNAGAWA Shinichi ETHZ

TINGUELY Cami l le Univers i té de Neuchâtel

VOCAT Anthony CHUV-Insti tute of Microbiology

WEGNER Fanny Univers i ty of Basel

 
New ordinary members in 2021 
By alphabetical order 
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New members: become a member by filling the online form 
https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/en/society/membership/become-a-
member , make sure to fill all fields. A kind reminder, since 2021, there is a 
new category in the form: “Student”.  

 
Membership Form 

 

https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/en/society/membership/become-a-member
https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/en/society/membership/become-a-member
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Current members: update your profile by logging in, select edit profile and 
update your info. You can also send a mail to 
secretary@swissmicrobiology.ch  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Members Profile page  

 

mailto:secretary@swissmicrobiology.ch
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The SSM is currently affiliated to the following societies (by alphabetical order). Our 
members can thus benefit of some advantages offered by these societies. 
 

 European Confederation of Medical Mycology 
https://www.ecmm.info 

 European Federation of Biotechnology 
http://www.efbiotechnology.org  

 European Society of Clinical Microbiology and 

Infectious Diseases 
https://www.escmid.org 

 European Society for Virology 
http://www.eusv.eu  

 

Federation of European Microbiological 

Societies 
https://fems-microbiology.org 

 International Society for Human and Animal 

Mycology 
https://www.isham.org  

 European Union of Medical Specialists 
https://www.uems.eu  

 Swiss Academy of Sciences 
https://naturalsciences.ch   

 Swiss Union of Laboratory Medicine 
https://www.sulm.ch  

 
 

 

 
SSM Affiliations 

 

http://www.efbiotechnology.org/
http://www.eusv.eu/
https://www.isham.org/
https://www.uems.eu/
https://naturalsciences.ch/
https://www.sulm.ch/
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  CALENDER OF 
UPCOMING  

EVENTS 
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The below events can be subject to change, so please check regularly our 
website event page and the related event page to view the latest 
updates. https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/events/year.listevents  

 

PLANNED 2022 EVENTS 

July 2022 
08 JUL 2nd Young Swiss Microbiologists Symposium 
Aug 2022 
14 AUG - 19 AUG 18th International Symposium on Microbial Ecology (ISME 18) 
23 AUG - 26 AUG ESCCAR- International intracellular bacteria meeting 2022 
  

 
30 AUG – 01 SEPT 

 
SSM Annual meeting 2022 
 

  

SEPT 2022  
05 SEPT - 07 SEPT 74th Annual Conference of the German Society for Hygiene and 

Microbiology e. V 
06 SEPT - 07 SEPT Anniversary Online Symposium on Bdellovibrio research 
07 SEPT - 10 SEPT 24th Annual Conference of the ESCV 
08 SEPT - 11 SEPT SSAI & ICHS Joint Meeting 2022 
08 SEPT - 11 SEPT 22nd ICHS International Symposium on Infections in the 

Immunocompromised Host 
15 SEPT - 28 SEPT 8th European Conference on Prokaryotic and Fungal Genomics 

(ProkaGENOMICS) 
OCT 2022   
20 OCT - 21 OCT 7th ICCMg Conference 

PLANNED 2023 EVENTS 

29 JAN - 31 JAN Rigi Workshop 2023 
16  FEB - 17 FEB LS2 Annual Meeting 2023 
15  APR - 18 APR 33rd ECCMID 
14 MAY – 18 MAY XVth International Nidovirus Symposium 
24  AUG - 27 AUG 16th IWOP meeting 
 
30 AUG – 31 AUG 

 
SSM Annual meeting 2023-Lausanne  
 

  
 

https://www.swissmicrobiology.ch/events/year.listevents
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“INFO” is the Official Annual Report of the Swiss 
Society for Microbiology. 

It is sent to all SSM members once a year. 

 
 
 
The current SSM annual report « INFO 70» has been prepared by: 

Nathalie MERMOUD 

General Secretary  

Swiss Society for Microbiology 

E-mail: secretary@swissmicrobiology.ch 

 
 
We would like to thank SCNAT for their financial support 
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